Travellers in India

Tree." His description of Ms life at Court is
interesting, but adds little to what we know
from Roe. He has a few very pertinent remarks
on Mogul government. The Government, he
says, is " that indeed, which is the worst of all
governments, called by Aristotle, " AscrTroraa. "
It was " arbitrary, illimited, tyrannical, such as
a severe master useth to servants,') He com-
ments, too, on the absence of laws.rtrThere are
no laws for government kept in that Empire
upon record (for aught I could ever learn), to
regulate Governours there in the administra-
tion of justice, but what are written in the
breast of the King and his Substitutes; and
therefore they often take liberty to proceed
how they please, in punishing the offender
rather than the offence, men's persons more
than their crimes, aegrotum potius quam
morbum."

We learn from Terry, too, that Jahangir sat
as judge " in any matter of consequence " that
happened near him, a fact we have gathered
from other travellers also. Summary justice was
the rule. The penalty of murder and theft was
death, which was inflicted by hanging, behead-
ing, impaling, dismemberment by wild beasts
and similar methods. In the provinces the
^governors judged in all criminal cases, and
exercised the power of life and death. They
were assisted in these cases by " Cotwalls," who,
Terry adds, resemble our Sheriffs. Contracts,